
 

How To Become An Archivist�
 

 
People enter the archival profession from many different backgrounds and experiences.  
Generally speaking, however, individuals have a university education.  This education 
often includes post-graduate level studies, such as a Master’s degree or a PhD.  
 
Increasingly common at this time is for archivists to have graduate level training in 
archival studies.  These courses are offered at universities across Canada, including the 
University of British Columbia, the University of Manitoba, the University of Toronto, 
L©Université de Montréal, and Université Laval.  Two years of study is required for 
completion of a master’s level program, which includes course work and, sometimes, a 
thesis.  Some programs also organize work placement programs for their students. 
 
Individuals also enter the archival profession with degrees, usually at the Master’s level, 
in such disciplines as history, political science, English literature, etc.   
 
For those who do not wish to complete a university program, some colleges, including 
Algonquin and George Brown, offer technical archival training programs.  These 
courses prepare individuals to work as an archival assistant or technician, which often 
involves aiding archivists in acquiring, processing, and providing access to archival 
records.   
 
For further information about Canadian archival education programs, please see: 
 

Algonquin College - http://www.algonquincollege.com/ce/pm/CE6135X.html 
 
George Brown College - 
http://coned.georgebrown.ca/section/bmgt/apracert.html 
 
University of British Columbia - http://www.slais.ubc.ca/ 
 
Université Laval - http://www.hst.ulaval.ca/GAD.htm 
 
University of Manitoba - 
http://umanitoba.ca/faculties/arts/history/archives/index.html  
 
L©Université de Montréal - http://www.ebsi.umontreal.ca/ 
 
University of Toronto - http://www.fis.utoronto.ca/programs/mist/index.htm 
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